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Release No. 0015.14
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Office of Communications (202) 720-4623

Statement by Secretary Vilsack on Passage of the Agricultural Act of 2014

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 2014—Secretary Vilsack made the following statement on passage
of the Agricultural Act of 2014:

"Today's action will allow the proud men and women who feed millions around the world to
invest confidently in the future. Our communities will have additional support to attract new
economiic opportunity and create jobs. During difficult times, children, working families, seniors
and people with disabilities will have access to nutritious food. The potential of new products,
treatments and discoveries will be strengthened through new agricultural research. Renewed
conservation efforts will protect our fields, forests and waters creating new tourism options.
This legislation is important to the entire nation.

Building on the historic economic gains in rural America over the past 5 years, this bill will
accomplish those goals while achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for
the taxpayer. While no legislation is perfect, this bill is a strong investment in American
agriculture and supports the continued global leadership of our farmers and ranchers."

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free
Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice
users).
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“It’s like a Swiss Army knife.”

- President Obamia Y7114

The Agricultural Act of 2014 is important legislation that provides authorization for services and
programs that impact every American and millions of people around the world. The new Farm Bill
builds on historic economic gains in rural America over the past five years, while achieving meaningful
reform and billions of dollars in savings for the taxpayer.

The new Farm Bill will allow USDA to continue record accomplishments on behalf of the American
people, while providing new opportunity and creating jobs across rural America. It will enable USDA to
further expand markets for agricultural products at home and abroad, strengthen conservation efforts,
create new opportunities for local and regional food systems and grow the biobased economy. It will
provide a dependable safety net for America's farmers, ranchers and growers. It will maintain
important agricultural research, and ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all Americans.

Video: Secretary Tom Vilsack on the 2014 Farm Bill &

2014 Farm Bill Highlights (PDF, 72KB)

USDA Announces 2014 Farm Bill Stakeholder Meeting Dates (Press Release, 03/05/14)

Secretary Vilsack Addresses Commodity Classic on Farm Bill Implementation (Transcript
02/28/14)

5 Ways the Farm Bill Strengthens the Economy
Blog: The President Signs the Farm Bill: "A Jobs Bill, an Innovation Bill, a Research Bill, and
a Conservation Bill"

Join the Conversation:

Secretary Vilsack asks you to use #MyFarmBill to share your stories on what the Food,
Farm and Jobs Bill means to you and your communities.
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2014 Farm Bill Highlights

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill
< The 2008 Farm Bill continued direct payments—a ¢ Eliminates direct payments and continues crop insurance.
system that paid producers regardless of whether ¢ Producers will choose between the Price Loss Coverage and

they incurred losses. Agricultural Risk Coverage. Establishes the Dairy Margin

» Disaster assistance programs expired in fiscal Protection program.
year 2011, Since then, producers impacted by » Restores livestock disaster assistance for losses dating back to
disease or adverse weather conditions have not 2011, and establishes a permanent livestock disaster program.

received financial assistance for losses incurred.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

« USDA programs support investments in the ¢ Continues USDA Rural Development programs. Provides $15
rural economy through grants, loans and loan million to support rural business development and growth through
guarantees with an emphasis on essential the Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program.
infrastructure, small business development, job ¢ Provides $150 million for water and wastewater infrastructure.
creation, and growth. » Reserves 10% of certain programs for regional, long-term

investments to better promote economic development through
regional planning and leveraging of resources.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill
« USDA expands markets for U.S. agricultural » Continues authorization for $200 million annually for international
goods through the Foreign Market Development market development.

Program and Market Access Program. Local and  Authorizes up to $80 million for LRP and makes the program
Regional Procurement (LRP) authorized as apilet  permanent.
to provide international development assistance  Provides more flexibility for USAID to use cash assistance in
and expedite food aid. administering the Food for Peace program.

: » Increases flexibility for assistance in emergency situations.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill
« USDA advances scientific knowledge related ¢ Endows $200 million for a foundation for agricultural research.
to agriculture through research, extension, and ¢ Doubles the funding for SCRI to $80 million annually

education. Specialty Crop Research Initiative
{SCRI) funded at $40 million annually.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

» The 2008 Farm Bill built on past farm bills, » Consolidates conservation programs for flexibility, accountability
providing further conservation opportunities for and adaptability at the local level.
farms and ranchers. « Links basic conservation practices to crop insurance premium

subsidy for highly erodible lands and wetlands.

« Builds upon previous successful partnerships and encourages
agricultural producers and partners to design conservation
projects that focus on and address regional pricrities.



Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

« The 2008 Farm Bill established new energy ¢ Reauthorizes and provides $880 million for energy programs
programs, including the Biorefinery Assistance established in the 2008 Farm Bill.
Program, the Biobased Marketing Program and « Expands Biorefinery Assistance Program to include biobased
the Biomass Crop Assistance Program. product and renewable chemical manufacturing.

« Expands Biopreferred program to include forestry products.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill
« The Forest Service (FS) was granted Stewardship » Makes Stewardship Contracting Authority permanent, allowing

Contracting Authority through FY14. FS to conduct restoration work and stimulate job growth.
« Good Neighbor Authority allowed State Foresters o Makes the Good Neighbor Authority permanent and available
in CO and UT to conduct restoration services nationwide.

on National Forest System Lands. Expanded to
include all states in FY14, through FY18.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

« The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program » Maintains SNAP eligibility for millions of low-income families.
(SNAP]) is the cornersione of the Nation's food * Provides $200 million for job training and $100 million to increase
assistance safety net, helping families put food on fruit and vegetable purchases.
the table. + Provides $250 million in additional funding for TEFAP.

« The Emergency Food Assistance Program o Authorizes $125 million for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative
{TEFAP) supports food banks and food pantries. to make nutritious food more accessible.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

+ The 2008 Farm Bill established the Beginning e Provides $100 million for the Beginning Farmers and Ranchers
Farmers and Ranchers Development Program Development Program.
with $75 million for FY 2008 to FY 2012. ¢ Increases access to capital and supports crop insurance and risk

management tools, including reducing crop insurance premiums
during the first 5 years of farming.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill

» The Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) ¢ Renames FMPP to “Farmers Market and Local Food Promotion
funded at $10 million annually. Program” and provides $30 million annually.
« Continues to reserve funds in the Business & Industry Loan
Program for locally- and regionally- focused businesses.
» Advances growth of local and regional food systems with $65
million for Value Added Product Market Development Grants.

Before the 2014 Farm Bill 2014 Farm Bill
« Funded the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program < Provides $72.5 million annually for SCBG.

(SCBG) at $52 million annually to promote fruit « Provides new resources for organic farmers, including funding
and vegetable production. the Organic Cost Share program at $11.5 million annually.

» The 2008 Farm Bill provided $55 million to ¢ Increases funding for pest and disease management and
strengthen the nation's infrastructure for pest disaster prevention to $62.5 million per year, and $75 million
detection and threat mitigation, and to safeguard in FY 2018 and beyond.

nursery production.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer,
March 2014



Here's How a Comprehensive Farm Bill Goes Way Beyond Our Farms:...  http://www.whitehouse.gov/share/heres-how-comprehensive-farm-bill...

WHITE HOUSE

THE FARM B!LL

5 WAYS THE FARM Bll.l.
STRENGTHENS THE ECONOMY

A comprehenswe farm bill reaches way beyond our farms — it touches all Amerlcans
lives in addition to helpmg American famlhes and busmesses inrural commumtres

Reduces our deficits by making the biggest reforms to our agritultural

programs in decades — cutting wasteful loopholes and targeting support
- to farmers who most need our help.

Generates $35 in economic benefits for every dollar invested by
' promotmg trade to keep farm incomes strong.

THREE

Authorlzes and directs key rural programs that help promote local economic
development —from connecting rural communities to broadband Internet
to settmg up telemedrcme pmgrams in remote areas.

Invests in programs and services that 'wﬂl help exnstmg farmers stay
prosperous and stay on their land — and pnorrtlzes veterans seekmg
_assistance under existing programs

FIVE

Renews conservataon efforts to protect our fleids, forests, and waters -
~ and create new recreation and tourism opportumties

LEARN SOMETHING NEW? PASS THIS ON.
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